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which is more closely built than that of the Tou-
nika.® Last year the temple was reduced to ashes,
by the lightning falling on such combustible mate-
rials as the Canes with which it was covered. The
old man who was its Guardian said that the spirit
was angry, because no one had been killed in it at the
death of the last Chief, and that he must be appeased.
There were 5 women Cruel enough to throw their
Children into the fire, in full view of the french
who related this to me,— or, rather, they gave them
to the Old man, who cast them into the fire. He
did so while uttering Invocations, and singing with
the women during the barbarous ceremony; and,
had it not been for the French, many more Children
would have been burned. The Chief’s Cabin was
turned into a temple, and the 5 unnatural mothers
were carried there in triumph, as if they were 35
heroines. At the point of the bend where the village
stands, the River is barely an arpent and a half in
width, and forms a strait, where the current is
difficult to ascend. It is at that place that Monsieur
de la salle says there is a whirlpool, into which the
trees are precipitated roots upward, and reappear
only half a league lower down. This I did not see;
perhaps it happened only when he passed there, or
occurs only occasionally.

After enduring heavy showers during the night,
which would have deluged our baggage had I slept
as soundly as did our Canoemen, we had very fine
weather while proceeding to the Natchés, who are
South of the Taensas, from whom they are distant
20 leagues. After ascending a low hill, we came
upon a well-traveled highway leading to a rather
steep hill, which is more than half covered during



